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Tom Torlaksd
Supervisor, Distnj‘bt Fi
Contra Costa Céunt;ﬁ

300 East Leland Road

Suite 100

Pittsburg, California 94565-4961
(510) 427-8138

Board of Supervisors?

September 17, 1993

Delta Protection Commigsion
P.O. Box 530
Walnut Grove, CA 95690

Dear Commissioners:

As a follow-up thought to the Recreation and
Conservancy presentations in previous meetings, I believe we
can position the Delta for consideration of a major funding
recipient of the next state open space and park bonds issue.
For access and recreation facilities as well as for
conservancy projects, our commission’s efforts could be
instrumental in securing significant funding through such a
measure.

Please note the attached article regarding the
currently proposed bond measure. The measure pioneers the
kind of conservancy partnership some commissioners have
expressed a desire to explore and pursue.

Sincerely,

“Toon. Tondad pn—

Tom Torlakson, Chair
Delta Protection Commission

TTr:gro
Attachment
cc: Board of Supervisors

Margit Aramburu, Executive Director
Delta Protection Commission



_'Tuesday, July 20, 1993 - s

ConiraiCosta Times 7 A:

Unusual coalition
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MUDES'IO e AI bunu n\ihaiwu
that would'raise'$2 bllllon/ Torpagks-
and open space, hfuaubeen bgosted by
wn¥ unusualilnlgibetweenh formers

and eavigonmentalislsiin the Central,
V alley

Called ithe’ state parlm- Initiativa;

or CALPAW.'04, short1 for CaHIur-
'nlm\gffur Parlisqpnd ‘Wildlife, lhe

plnnlwould ‘lock " up "housands *ofy

-acres'in‘open space,’ l,ncludln rCone
teal Vglley farmlands, e /in liatlva
“would also’ genarale nore, Whan ' $80¢
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for 'Easf HBuy Reglonal Park
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*The inltlative Includes ‘g provi
slon-to spend $97° milllou lo,upa
"Central Vallev farmers ' tonyt’ seYl

their “lands 'for - subdivisions: w8

(,enlml Valley first,

"People wanl 1o-protect the ‘open,
spacas. 5ald ErikcVink,the Califor-
nia ﬂeld representativeiof the Amer
‘lean' Farnland Trust, “Farmiand s
open spgee and. environmentalists
are now slarting’to realize’ that
theeplog fartis ag farms can be., habl
tat protection as, well.!

Lynn Sadler,'s resouice director
for the' Plnuning and ' Conservatlon
League, which ls spuusmln the'lnl-
Untlve, agreed that the alllancels

unusual, "But iwe! ard?‘\'(orkin
make ilinot B0 unusual 15lig s

"You ‘need, ld**[o ) tl‘lesa ulli
ances iy \mwantlto gotanying,
dolle thess (days WiMink sald,-

*1f the millauve-'ls )ruved.rramt-
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relopmentirlglils !r,called«!dnvelpp
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Il" the ~me,u 1a lutm,
bulfer-zox mqic:rlleﬂa‘ m§ 1r tiwg u ﬁ
ray umuqqgﬂiqad Iarmem Im;,;tha,
and, based',onl lelparapcm oK, Olﬂjq
value of the land to dg\relopm;s mi
nus ls value as'farmland,

"80, 1 the Jand is ‘worth!$2 UOQ‘nn
acre’ as’ fprmland’ ‘ang $10, Uﬂq
acre 88 a,subdivision’ior mall',slle
the- trust would, payslhe:far qx:
$8, 000 an,acre forihe alghts.Sndlex
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© But the- farmer keeps-title ‘Ho-thg.

‘land, The, lang; canpat, be gvelopad.

although the : owner. cmmsall.«.lhe-
Innd,” most: likely. ati;the. Tedugpl
easement; price.;

‘Third genqratlun Merced County,
farmer. Donj.Robinson « thinks {he
hond initlative might be a good iflpa.

The Gold Rush lured his. grapdfa.
ther to: California,, Robipson ,qpigl,

« He first. sallled s a.juiner negr, Mps-

iposa in the middle’1800s, aqd S00R;
realized he could make more mogey

selling  food'to" t]la ‘miners’ ;Ih.m
workiong: alongslde ‘them.



